
December 23, 2008

Ms. Natalie Chandler
The Clarion-Ledger
201 S. Congress Street
Jackson, MS 39201

Dear Natalie:

This letter is in response to your request dated December 11, 2008, under the Mississippi 
Open Records Act in which you seek information regarding the top five salaries in the 
Governor’s office, including names and positions, and the salaries of “former press 
secretary Pete Smith” and “current press secretary Dan Turner.” As you may know, Dan 
will actually join the Governor’s staff on December 29, 2008.

Here is the information you requested:

Name Position Annual Salary

Paul Hurst Chief of Staff $140,000
Colby Lane Deputy Chief of Staff $120,000

And Chief Counsel
Amanda Jones Counsel $100,000
Buddy Bynum Director of Communications  $  96,200
Joe Buckner Executive Director, Governor’s Job $  95,000

Fair Network
---
Pete Smith Former Press Secretary $  63,200
Dan Turner Press Secretary $  80,000

We have determined there will be no charge to The Clarion-Ledger for costs associated 
with compiling and providing this information. 

Sincerely,

Buddy Bynum
Director of Communications


